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Gifted and Talented Program  
 
Program Overview 
The Environmental Charter School’s unique and innovative program  allows for a thriving, fully 
inclusive education. ECS’s co-teaching model allows educators to better meet the needs of all 
learners within the classroom through differentiated instruction, including students who require 
specially designed instruction through Gifted IEPs. Enrichment opportunities stem from within 
the regular education classroom as opposed to being pulled out for special instruction. This 
model creates a great opportunity for academic growth for a myriad reasons. This approach 
allows students to work at their own level and thrive with other gifted and talented peers, while 
having access to classroom resources and multiple teachers’ support. Offering enrichment 
inside the classroom also allows students to dive deeper into the curriculum and take their 
understanding to the next level. Students will also have an opportunity to participate in a wide 
variety of projects, events, and competitions outside of the classroom environment.  These 
opportunities will allow students to connect with experts in their field and gifted and talented 
learners from different schools.  
 
Differentiating instruction within the inclusion model helps to create a mindset and an 
environment where every students feels they have an equal opportunity to succeed.  
Differentiation may be done through grouping procedures, extension activities, multi-level 
questions, independent learning contracts, and varied levels of reading material. It is important 
to understand that all students have different learning needs. ECS’s inclusive model allows for 
ALL students to receive the appropriate level of enrichment or support. 
 
It is our goal to support ECS as efficiently and equitably as possible, and to service our Gifted 
and Talented students with a high-quality, meaningful programming.   To that end, we have 
worked to create a process that:  

- Is reflective of ECS’s mission and Guiding Principles 
- Is effective in identifying gifted students from diverse backgrounds and experiences;  
- Is clearly understood by parents and school staff;  
- Highly values stakeholder feedback;  
- Is aligned to state regulations and gifted best practices.  

 

 

 



Identification of Mentally Gifted 

 In Pennsylvania, mentally gifted is defined as “…students demonstrating outstanding 
intellectual and creative ability, the development of which requires specially designed 
programs or support services, or both, not ordinarily provided in the regular education 
program.” (22 Pa. Code §16.1)  
 
The term “mentally gifted” includes a person who has an IQ of 130 or higher, or meets ‘multiple 
criteria” as set forth in Department Guidelines indicating gifted ability.  Multiple criteria that are 
indicative of giftedness include but are not limited to:  

● Achievement 
● Rate of Acquisition and Retention 
● Early skill development 
● Intervening Factors 

 
 
Referral for Evaluation  
 
A. District Child Find 
In the Environmental Charter School, screening data from a variety of sources will be reviewed 
annually. This systematic screening process fulfills the district’s obligation to conduct child find 
activities for students who may need instruction not ordinarily provided in the general 
education curriculum. The review considers information about academic and cognitive abilities 
collected on all students at a given grade level. In the fall of each year, after receiving the 
results of the state assessments, the gifted coordinator will conduct a review of the screening 
information for students in each building. When the majority of a student’s data falls within a 
range expected for students who need gifted education, the student will be referred to 
complete a gifted screening assessment, the Reynolds Intellectual Screening Test, Second 
Edition (RIST-II). A universal gifted screening assessment will be conducted for all students in 
third grade, with the exception of those students who have already been assessed with a 
previous cognitive ability assessment. Beginning in fourth grade, parents and teachers can also 
make referrals throughout the school year.  
 

ECS strongly recommends that a student not be screened more than once every two years. In 
addition, if a student has already undergone a full gifted evaluation and did not qualify, a 
screening should not take place within two years.  

 
Data available at each grade level will vary; however, these generally include the 
following: 
 

Measurement  Child Find Benchmark  Grade Level Administered 

MAPS Scores  2 standard deviations above 
the mean in reading or math 

Grades 1-8 
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Pennsylvania System of 
School Assessment (PSSA) 

Advanced score in either 
reading or math 

Grades 4-8 

Curriculum Based 
Assessments (CBA) 

93% or higher in reading or math 
OR 2 grade levels above the 
mean in reading or math 

Grades K-8 

Grades  GPA of 3.75 or higher  Grades 2-8 

Portfolio/Product Review  Scores of 3 or 4  Grades 2-8 

 

Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) 

When ECS’s screening process indicates that a student has potential consistent with the 
definition of mentally gifted or a performance level which exceeds that of other students in the 
regular classroom, a teacher makes a referral, or parents suspect their child is gifted and 
request an evaluation in writing, ECS will initiate a Gifted Multidisciplinary Evaluation (GMDE) to 
be conducted by the Gifted Multidisciplinary Team (GMDT). 

A. The Gifted Multidisciplinary Team (GMDT) 
The Gifted Multidisciplinary Team (GMDT) includes the gifted education teacher, a school 
psychologist, the principal or district representative, the classroom teacher(s), and the parent(s) 
or guardian(s). If at any time, the parent(s) decide to rescind permission to evaluate, the 
evaluation process can be stopped as long as the parent's request this in writing. The GMDT 
generates a Gifted Written Report (GWR) of its findings. 
 
B. Tools for Evaluation 
The following data will be considered by the GMDT in a Gifted Written Report (GWR): 
1) Individual standardized IQ test 
2) Individual standardized achievement test 
3) CBA: Curriculum Based Assessments in Reading, Language Arts and Math 
4) Parent and Teacher Input 
 
Gifted Identification Decision 
 
A. Gifted Individual Education Program (GIEP) Team 
Students must meet criteria to be identified as gifted as per ECS guidelines. It is ultimately the 
responsibility of the Gifted Individual Education Program (GIEP) Team to determine whether or 
not a student is in need of specially designed instruction, based on a review of the complete 
evaluation in the GWR. Once the GWR is completed, the information will be shared with the 
family.  
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